The Family Heart: A Memoir of When Our Son Came Out

Family happiness was a subject Robb Forman Dew believed she understood in all its
complexities. And then one spring day her older son, home from his first year away at college,
told her that he was gay. In THE FAMILY HEART she navigates deep emotional waters in
order to accommodate this knowledge, turning her attention to her own husband and two sons,
all of whom were suddenly navigating uncharted territory. Over the space of the following
year the four of them unwittingly began a process of evolution as a family--of love and
enlightenment that left not one of them untouched. What happens when parents find out their
son or daughter is gay or lesbian? There is no literature available--no advice books, no
self-help tomes--even now, that alerts expectant parents to remain flexible as their children
discover their sexuality. Mrs. Dew finds herself enraged by her ignorance about a subject that
sometimes is of life and death importance. She excoriates the doctors who were the revered
advisers of her day: Dr. Spock, and Dr. Terry Brazleton, for failing to pass on possibly
life-saving information about which they were well aware. This is an important book for all
sorts of reason, but it is invaluable for expectant or current parents of any child in the world.
Robb Forman Dews account of that moment of revelation in her life, and of the subsequent
journey she makes with her family from confusion to clarity, is a book everyone should read.
In this extraordinarily honest and often amusing examination of maternal, familial, and
communal attitudes toward homosexuality, Robb Dew not only wrestles with her own
mistakes and dreams, but moves us to reflect on the American attitude in general. Although
THE FAMILY HEART was written in 1994, this book is perhaps even more relevant in todays
changing culture and divisive political atmosphere.A New York Times Notable Book With
generosity and perception, Robb Dew first takes us into her home and into the heart of her
family and then leads us with her eloquent prose into experiencing how it feels to discover
another part of being human. THE FAMILY HEART is eloquent in the best sense.--Gail
Godwin Amen from any mother, every mother.--Anna Quindlen, The New York Times At the
heart of this memoir lies a true epiphany: the authors sudden, galvanizing awareness of the
suicidal consequences of homophobia. It is a chilling moment, and it is described with a
writers eloquence and a mothers rage...Dews intense imagination, combined with her
ignorance of homosexuality, was as much a hindrance as a help, and it is to her credit that she
has recorded the occassionally wacky assumptions and painful readjustments of her own
odyssey with such care and humor.--The New Yorker
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In this affecting and eloquent account of the Dew family members' attempts to come to terms
with the homosexuality of the elder son, who came out to his parents.
The Family Heart has ratings and 11 reviews. Patrick Lyra said: I learned that parents deal
with coming out in any number of ways. I learned that I a.
Amazon??????Family Heart: A Memoir of When Our Son Came Out???
???????Amazon?????????????Robb Forman Dew?????? . ASTONISHINGLY MOVING The
Family Heart is a tough and challenging work, for it reminds us that empathy is a humble but
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radical virtue. grownupinsights.com: The Family Heart: A Memoir of When Our Son Came
Out ( ) by Robb Forman Dew and a great selection of similar New, Used.
Title: The Family Heart: A Memoir Of When Our Son Came Out Author(s): Robb Forman
Dew ISBN: / (USA edition) Publisher: . Buy a cheap copy of The Family Heart: A Memoir of
When Our book by Robb Forman Dew. Most books Holiday Sale - 20% Off $20 or More .
When R.F. Dew's son came home from Yale and said I'm gay , the family changed forever.
Available in the National Library of Australia collection. Author: Dew, Robb Forman; Format:
Book; p. cm. The Family Heart - A Memoir of When Our Son Came out (Book) / Author:
Robb Forman Dew / Author: Stockard Channing ; ; Biography, Books.
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